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“Mister Halston” producer Bruce Robert Harris at the Tony Awards 

Bruce Robert Harris has done it again, and if you want to see this Tony Award-winning 
producer’s latest project, you’ll have to hurry because this is the last weekend to see Mister 
Halston at Bay Street Theater in Sag Harbor. 

Mister Halston, starring Matt McGrath, tells the story of the legendary designer and icon 
Halston. 

Set against the glamorous and volatile world of 1970s-80s New York and directed by Michael 
Wilson, Mister Halston explores the rise, fame and fall of the iconic American fashion designer. 
No matter what your style or whether you consider yourself fashionable, you’ve been influenced 
by this larger-than-life figure. Bay Street is an ideal venue for the world premiere of this 



production that shines a light both on Halston and this important time in American history and 
fashion. 

The production offers a revealing portrait of the man behind the myth, stripping away spectacle 
to examine the human cost of ambition, artistry and reinvention. McGrath has been praised for 
his ability to take on a difficult and complex character and make the audience feel his presence 
and experience the 1970s-80s through Halston’s eyes. 

Harris was a dancer and entertainer for 27 years before transitioning to be a producer at age 41. 
He considers himself an actors’ producer. He enjoys bringing stories to the stage that mean 
something, that the audience wants to see, in which actors can perform and which those with 
money want to back. 

“Producing is about raising money, but it is also about being creative,” Harris says. “My 
preference is always to create, but I do enjoy the fiduciary part. You want to bring your investors 
to a project that can foreseeably make money. You also want to create something that people 
want to see. I like to look at all angles of the production.” 

Harris says while much of today’s focus is on politics and what is going on in the world, many 
people still need to escape to the theater, and that Bay Street is an ideal venue to be up-close 
and personal with the play and its performers. 

“People come to the theater to learn something, to be educated and to be entertained and 
experience life in a different way,” Harris says, explaining that having an intimate venue such as 
Bay Street is so important. “Theaters like the one in Sag Harbor offer us a chance to view the 
performance and see how the audience will react outside New York City. It has been a valuable 
experience. We’ve seen that the product works, the script works and it works for the audience. 
Every production is different, but this has been a good experience. I go by my instinct when I 
pick a piece to produce.” 

Harris is no stranger to critical acclaim, having won Tonys for Clybourne Park and Pippin on 
Broadway. He followed it recently with a third Tony for Death of a Salesman. He enjoys the 
process of bringing an important story to the stage, the major consideration being putting an 
important piece on stage for the audience to see and the actors to perform. 

He has had a wonderful association with the commercial production of Magic Mike Live, which 
was created, directed and choreographed by Channing Tatum. He also has produced such 
important pieces as Good Night, and Good Luck with George Clooney and John Proctor Is the 
Villain, with Sadie Sink, as well as The Roommate, with Mia Farrow and Patti LuPone. His next 
year’s revival offering will be with the 45th anniversary production Dreamgirls. 

Accolades include Tony, Olivier, London Critics Circle, Drama Desk, Outer Critics Circle, Drama 
League, and producing five original Broadway cast albums, earning Grammy Award 
nominations. As a Juilliard graduate and former international entertainer, Harris is known for his 
creative vision across theater and special events. He was also a founding producer of Gayfest 



NYC, Inc., a non-profit that was dedicated to developing new works arising from the LGBTQ+ 
experience and providing scholarship support for students of The Harvey Milk High School. 

With a career spanning Broadway hits, international productions, regional revivals and 
innovative immersive experiences, Harris continues to be a dynamic and influential force in 
American and global theater. 

“It is nice to offer investors/backers a commercial project that will make money,” Harris says with 
a laugh. “When you put on a play or musical, you have a 50/50 shot of being a success. It is all 
about the taste of the audience at the time. I have a responsibility to my investors, but also to 
good theater.” 

He has produced more than 66 plays and musicals on and off Broadway, in London and Las 
Vegas. 

“Halston isn’t just fashion,” Harris added. “It is also about the history of the time, as well as what 
happened to him. Who he was and what he meant to fashion. He created couture as we know it. 
Mister Halston started out as a hat maker but saw the importance of using beautiful women to 
show off his fashions.” 

Mister Halston runs through Sunday, June 21. Shows are 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday, June 19 
and 20; 2 p.m. shows are Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday, June 17, 20 and 21. 

Matinee tickets are $59-$119 and evening tickets are $59-$129. You can visit baystreet.org to 
buy tickets online, but the box office is open daily. Or call 631-725-9500. Bay Street Theater is 
located at 1 Long Wharf in Sag Harbor. 

If you are interested in investing in theater, check out Bruce Robert Harris’s website at 
SunnySpotProductions.com. 

Todd Shapiro is an award-winning publicist and associate publisher of Dan’s Papers. 

 


